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/0/ftV SHAKESPEARE. 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes : 

Sirs: — John Shakespeare, according to 
Halliwell Phillips, 1 was a glover; and also 
probably sold the carcasses of the sheep and 
cattle he slaughtered. 

In 1578, he seems to have met with reverses. 
Fleay 2 sums up the evidence of his poverty in 
the following paragraph : 

"In 1578, Asbies, his [John Shakespeare's,] 
wife's inheritence, was mortgaged to Edward 
Lambert, who was security for him to Roger 
Sadler for a debt of ^"5. He was excused 
from a poor-rate of 4d. a week. In 1579 a levy 
on him for soldiers was left unpaid." 

The case may then be stated : John Shake- 
speare possessed of cattle ; ruiued in 1578 ; 
whose ruin, judged by the sympathetic re- 
mittance of the fines, was generally regarded 
a misfortune. 

The chief misfortunes to Stratford up to the 
present time, have been caused by floods. 
Quitler-Couch3 says, speaking about Stratford 
floods, 

"The highest is dated at the beginning of 
this century .... take the level of this with 
your eye, and you will wonder that any of 
Stratford is left standing." 

Can John Shakespeare's cows be connected 
with an ancient flood ? 

In Harrison's " Chronologie,"4 I find the 

following: — 

" 1578. A cold winter, & are long there falleth 
a great snow in England, whose driftes, in 
many places, by reason of a Northest winde, 
were so deepe that the mere report of them 
maie seeme incredible. It beganne in the 4th 
of feb : & held on untill the 8 of the same 
moneth ; during which time some men & 
women, beside cattell, were lost, & not heard 

of till the snow was melted & gone 

Upon the xjth also of that moneth, the Thames 
did rise so highe, after the dissolution of this 
snow, that Westminster hall was drowned." 

When the Thames invaded Westminster 
Hall, we may reasonably conclude that the 
Avon would not be behindhand in flooding 

Stratford. 

Henry H. Hay. 
Girard College Philadefhia. 

1 'Outlines' p. 33. 

2 ' Introduction to Shakespearian Study,' p. 9. 

3 ' The Warwickshire Avon,' p. 74. 

4 Harrison's ' Description of England,' 2, vi. 



GERMAN rc SLIHTA. 

To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes. 

Sirs : — I beg to acknowledge that — as I find 
to day— the etymology of slaihts=slik-t6 has 
already been suggested by Johansson in P. B. 
B., xiv, p. 321. I quoted the word mainly as 
a new example of Idgrm. 2: Germanic 2, cf. 
Mod. Lang. Notes vii, p. 345; Johansson 
mentions it in a different connection, deriving 
Germanic slihta from Idgrm. zglikto which, 
either in the Idgrm. languages separately, or 
in Idgrm. itself, became slikto. 



Gustaf E. Karsten. 



Indiana University. 



BRIEF MENTION. 

The publishing house of Mr. W. R. Jenkins 
continues its good services to teachers of 
Italian by furnishing them with a handy re- 
print of Edmondo de Amici's interesting little 
story, ' Camilla ' (pp. 125, 35 cents). A few 
notes, mostly translations, by Professor Comba 
scarcely give anything that would not be found 
in an ordinary dictionary. Small books of 
this nature are exactly what every teacher of 
Italian most sadly needs, and it is to be hoped 
that the present little volume will soon be 
followed by others of a similar nature. 

We have received from Messrs. Macmillan & 
Co. a copy of Corneille's ' Polyeucte,' edited 
by Dr. Braunholtz. This is a valuable addition 
to our list of French classics edited for the use 
of schools and colleges. The introduction 
comprises a concise and accurate life of Cor- 
neille, an analysis of the play, and a study of 
the metre of ' Polyeucte.' The notes are in- 
teresting, and are literary, grammatical, and 
sometimes philological. The only criticism 
that can be made of the book is that the notes 
are probably too full. It is not necessary to 
call the attention of the student to every little 
difference between the language of the seven- 
teenth century and that of the nineteenth. It 
is better to refer to the most important points 
in the play edited, and to leave the student to 
read the work without being interrupted too 
often by notes of minor importance. Every 
student at the college reads several plays of 
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the seventeenth century, and if he reads well 
annotated editions with fewer notes, he will 
understand the language of the period more 
easily and better than in editions where it is 
attempted to bring out, at once, all the points 
of difference between the language of Cor- 
neille and Racine and that of Lamartine and 
Hugo. 

J. Y. Sargant's ' Grammar of the Dano- 
Norwegian Language ' (Clarendon Press, 1892) 
is altogether the best practical Scandinavian 
handbook in English. It is based on an 
earlier work by the same author, published in 
1865, intended for English and American tour- 
ists in Norway. ' In the present expansion, 
while the original purpose is constantly kept 
in view, the readers of Ibsen and BjVrnson are 
also provided for. The general plan is well 
conceived and skilfully carried out. Beginning 
with the Norwegian pronunciation of Danish, 
the author passes on to accidence. The dis- 
cussion of the substantive and the article is 
characterized by a thoroughness and correct- 
ness rather unusual in a work of this kind. 
Some few loose statements occur, as those on 
the contraction of the terminations -el, -en, -er, 
but a careful scrutiny shewed us actual mis- 
takes. The examples throughout are numer- 
ous and well-chosen, though it would have 
been better had the quotations from Norwe- 
gian and Danish writers been distinguished, or 
better still, perhaps, had the latter been en- 
tirely omitted. An attempt to discuss the 
twofold use of Danish almost inevitably leads 
to confusion. An occasional explanation of 
differences between the two, such as that of 
the numerals, is, however, desirable. The 
author has succeeded perfectly in avoiding 
that too common fault of practical grammars, 
the superficial and inappropriate introduction 
of philological discussion. The list of Nor- 
wegian idioms is particularly helpful, so help- 
ful, indeed, that . we should be inclined to 
quarrel with its compiler for not giving us 
more of them. 

The book can be heartily recommended to 
all those intending to take up the practical 
study of Norwego-Danish. (8 vo, 172 pp.) 

Professor F. M. Warren is delivering a 
course of six lectures at Adelbert College 



(Cleveland, Ohio) on "French Realistic 
Novels." The special subjects are as follows: 
i. Beginnings of Fealism ; Stendhal ; — ii. Meri- 
mee, Balzac; iii. Balzac, — iv. Balzac, Charles 
de Bernard ; — v. Minor Realists, the Natural- 
ists ; — vi. Flaubert. — These lectures will be 
followed with a course on "Modern German 
Fiction " by Professor R. Waller Deering, who 
will treat the following topics : 
i. Introduction ; Older Historical Novel : 
Hauff ; Alexis ; English Influence — ii. Revo- 
lutionary Fiction ; Gutzkow ; Laube ; Jung 
Deutschland— iii. Village Story (Dorfge- 
schichte) ; Immermann ; Auerbach — iv. Later 
Historical Novel ; Scheffel ; Freytag ; Ebers ; 
Eckstein— v. The Short Story ; Heyse ; Stifter; 
Storm — vi. Society Novel ; Spielhagen ; Heyse. 



PERSONAL. 
Mr. Edwin W. Bowen Ph. D. (J. H. U.) is 
now assistant professor of English in the 
State University of Missouri, (Columbia). Mr. 
Bowen's early training was received at Ran- 
dolph-Macon College, Virginia, where he 
received the degree of A. M. in June, 1889. 
During the academic year 1887-88 he was 
principal of a classical school at Middleburg, 
Va. After a course of three years at the 
Johns Hopkins University, he received the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy in June 1892 ; 
his dissertation is entitled " An Historical 
Study of the e-vowel in English." 

Dr. A. Macmechan, Professor of English at 
Dalhousie College, Halifax, N. S., announces 
that among the papers of the late Professor 
James De Mill, author of 'The Dodge Club,' 
'Cord and Crease,' 'A Strange Manuscript 
Found in a Copper Cylinder,' etc., there has 
been found a MS. poem of over a thousand 
lines, entitled 'Behind the Veil.' The poem 
is said to be the best piece of work ever done 
by the author. Dr. Macmechan will edit it, 
and it will be published in a limited edition, 
"for and on account of Mrs. De Mill," by 
Messrs. T. C. Allen & Co., Halifax, N. S. 
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